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Document C: Bartlett (Modified) 
 
Vernon Bartlett was an outspoken critic of the Munich Agreement. He was 
elected to Parliament in 1938, in part, because of his opposition to 
appeasement. He was in Godesberg, Germany, working as a reporter 
when Chamberlain and Hitler met on September 22, 1938. He wrote about 
the meeting in his book And Now, Tomorrow (1960). The following is an 
excerpt from the book.  
 
 
The mood of the German officials when it was announced that the Prime 
Minister (Chamberlain) would not see the Chancellor (Hitler) again was one 
almost of panic. This meant either war or a Hitler surrender. The crowds 
that applauded Chamberlain as he drove along the Rhine consisted not so 
much of ardent nationalists, delighted that a foreign statesman had come to 
make obeisance to their Fuehrer, as of ordinary human beings who 
wanted to be kept out of war.  
 
Since history cannot - thank God - repeat itself, one cannot produce proof 
to support one's opinions, but I am firmly convinced that, had Chamberlain 
stood firm at Godesberg, Hitler would either have climbed down or would 
have begun war with far less support from his own people than he had a 
year later.  
 
The British forces, one is told, were scandalously unprepared, and were 
able to make good some of their defects (become better prepared) during 
that year. But meanwhile the Western Allies lost the Czechoslovak Army - 
one of the best on the Continent - defending a country (Czechoslovakia) 
from which the German armies could be out-flanked.  
 
 
Source: Vernon Bartlett, And Now, Tomorrow, 1960.  
 
 

Vocabulary 
 
obeisance: respect 
scandalously: worthy of public outrage 
out-flanked: out-maneuver an enemy 
 

 
 


